
labbook
research documentation and collaboration



What defines a good scientist?

Skills:

• Good ideas

• Design experiments

• Technical skills

• Careful documentation

• Analyse results

• Communication

• Collaboration

1)  Magna Carta Universitatum, Bologna 1988
2)  The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity



Responsible conduct of research

Guidelines:

1. Research planning and conduct

2. Data management

3. Publication and communication

4. Authorship

5. Collaborative research

6. Conflicts of interest

1)  The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity
2)  Danish Code of Conduct for Research Integrity 
3)  Responsible Research Practice at Aarhus University



Data management

Responsible Research Practice at Aarhus University



From paper to digital 
research documentation

Electronic lab
notebook (ELN)

Analog lab
notebook (ALN)

We don’t have to convince computer scientists and bioinformaticians that ‘going digital’ is good



labbook.au.dk

vimeo.com/28057616



labbook.au.dk



Labbook dashboard



Labbook dashboard

First reaction: We can do this better our selves using system XYZ ...

But why not try Confluence? 

Your documentation is stored on AU servers (as it legally should be), and 
documentation stored in labbook.au.dk can be used legally in e.g. discussions 
of patents and scientific fraud (like regular labbooks)

labbook.au.dk is not an replacement of GitHub, Svn, Jupyter notebook, …

But it might be a replacement of a homegrown system based on Evernote, 
OneNote, Google Docs, or shared documents in Dropbox, …



Adoptation of new things
Facebook generation Old lab rat


